XXL   ON GOING A JOURNEY
BY WILLIAM HAZLITT
From Table Talk
THE first good use you can put this essay to is to read
it aloud. Prose is different from conversation, but no
one's prose is so near good talk as William Hazlitt's. The
first pages especially will help you to catch the very
movement of English speech. The next use is to try to
take in all he says; to stretch your mind to cope with
Hazlitt's. Dr Johnson said an essay is c a loose sally
of the mind 9 and his definition fits this essay. Hazlitt
had lived his life with friends like Coleridge and Lanrb
and with books. He had a full mind and in his essays
he opens his mind to us,
ONE of the pleasantest things in the world is going
a journey; but I like to go by myself. I can enjoy
society in a room; but out-of-doors, nature is com-
pany enough for mef I am then never less alone than
when alone.
The fields his study, nature was his book.
1 cannot see the wit of walking and talking at the
same time. When I am in the country, I wish to
vegetate like the country. I am not for criticizing
hedge-rows and black cattle, I go out of town in
order to forgtft the town and all that is in it. There